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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 

M a l o  e  l e l e i ,  w a r m  P a c i f i c  g r e e t i n g s  a n d

w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  J u n e  n e w s l e t t e r .

I t  i s  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  g r e e t  y o u  a l l  i n  t h e  N a m e  o f

t h e  A l m i g h t y  G o d  w h o  i s  o u r  p r o v i d e r  a n d  l i f e

g i v e r .  N Z M W F  h a s  b e e n  b u s y !  W e  h a v e  b e e n

m e e t i n g  m o n t h l y  s u p p o r t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  r o l e s

a n d  t a s k s ,  p r e p a r i n g  o u r  d e l e g a t e s  f o r  S o u t h

P a c i f i c  A r e a  s e m i n a r  i n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  t h e

u p c o m i n g  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i n  O c t o b e r  t h i s

y e a r .  

I  a m  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n

t a s k s  f r o m  l a s t  y e a r ' s  c o n v e n t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  t o

r e v i e w  a l l  J o b  D e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e x e c u t i v e

c o m m i t t e e ,  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d .

T h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  h a s  m a n a g e d  t o  r e v i e w

e a c h  J o b  D e s c r i p t i o n ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  r o l e s ,

r e l e v a n t  s k i l l s ,  a n d  t a s k s  a l i g n  w i t h  t h e

c o n t e x t  o f  t o d a y ’ s  w o m e n ’ s  f e l l o w s h i p .  T h i s

w o r k  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  f o r  e n d o r s e m e n t  a t  t h e

C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i n  O c t o b e r .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o

e x t e n d  m y  g r a t i t u d e  t o  a l l  D i s t r i c t

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o u r  c u r r e n t  n a t i o n a l

s e c r e t a r y ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d

p a s t  n a t i o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k .

W e  a r e  n o w  a d d r e s s i n g  t a s k s  m i n u t e d  f r o m  t h e

l a s t  c o n v e n t i o n :  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  N Z M W F

C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

I t  w a s  a  b l e s s i n g  f o r  s o m e  o f  o u r  N a t i o n a l  t e a m

m e m b e r s  t o  j o i n  m e  w h e n  w e  v i s i t e d  t h e

W e l l i n g t o n  a r e a  i n  A p r i l  a n d  a t t e n d e d  t h e

W a s e w a s e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  i n  C h r i s t c h u r c h  i n

e a r l y  J u n e .  T h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  f r o m  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n

a r e a  w a s  w o n d e r f u l ,  a n d  i t  p r o v i d e d  a n

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a n d

c l a r i f y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s s u e s .  A t  t h e  W a s e w a s e

w o m e n ’ s  f e l l o w s h i p ,  i t  w a s  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  s e e

y o u n g  m o t h e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e

p r o g r a m .  B o t h  m e e t i n g s  g a v e  u s  v a l u a b l e

i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e i r  w o m e n ’ s  f e l l o w s h i p

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  N Z M W F ' s

v i s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  t w o

s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  e a c h  y e a r .

W i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  N a t i o n a l  t e a m ,  w e  a r e  d o i n g

o u r  b e s t  t o  k e e p  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  o u r

u p c o m i n g  e v e n t  i n  S a m o a  w i t h  S P A  i n  e a r l y

S e p t e m b e r .  S o  f a r ,  w e  h a v e  a b o u t  7 2 - 7 5

p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e g i s t e r e d .  H o w e v e r ,  s o m e

p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  y e t  t o  p a y  t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n

a n d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f e e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n e e d e d  t o

c o n f i r m  t h e  f i n a l  n u m b e r s .

L e t  u s  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  c a r e  f o r  o n e

a n o t h e r  a n d  b e  a  l i f e - g i v e r  t h r o u g h  y o u r

a c t i o n s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s .

M a n y  b l e s s i n g s

L e s i e l i  T i u l i p e  P o p e

N Z M W F  P r e s i d e n t  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 5

NZMWF Executive Committee 2023-2025 with General Secretary and South
Island Synod Superintendent



T A S K  W O R K I N G
G R O U P

We have progressed in
reviewing all job descriptions

for the executive committee as
well as updating all relevant
tasks. We now look towards

completing tasks held from the
last Cnnvention. This was no

small job and we thank all the
leaders who put alot of effort

in completing this task.

W E L L I N G T O N  G E T
T O G E T H E R

We were grateful for the ladies
of the Wellington district to

invite us for their first get
together. It was fantastic to see

the collaboration across
regions, synods and cultures.

Thank you for inviting us and
for also reminding us how far
and wide our fellowships are.

We look forward to seeing you
again soon. 

W A S E W A S E  W O M E N S
A G M

We were well looked after at
the Wasewase ko viti kei

Rotuma Niusiladi Soqosoqo ni
marama AGM 2024. We had

great fellowship with the
Wasewase ladies, prayed,

worked and had lots of fun.
Thank you to the Wasewase

District President Sera and the
wonderful Fijian Community

of Moriah Christchurch for the
hospitality.

RECENT EVENTS
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Zoom hui with the ladies of task working
group 

Wellington DIstrict Ladies Wasewase AGM held in Christchurch

All the attendees of Wasewase Women’s AGM 2024
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SPA Registrat ions :

Registrat ions  are  now closed .  All  members

must  complete  a  registrat ion form for  health

and safety reasons .

For  those  that  have not  paid  their

Registrat ion and at  least  50% of  their

Accommodation wil l  now be taken off  the

registrat ion l i st .

Please  Pay your accommodation by the 19th

June.

Fl ight  bookings :

The registrat ions  open on Wednesday 4th

September  at  10am at  Tanoa Tusitala  Hotel .

Most  people  wil l  be  departing Monday 9th

September  which makes  up the 5  nights .  Check

out  t ime of  the  hotel  i s  at  11am.  

Uniforms:

The uniform set  for  our  delegation has  been

prepared and ready for  orders .  Please  email

Simulata  on the email  below.

 

Further  SPA Enquiries :

I f  you are  unsure  of  any information needed

for  the  Seminar ,  please  email  direct  to

s imulatapope@gmail .com.

 

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E S

Smethurst  Applicat ions  c l o s e s  2 0  J u n e  2 0 2 4

p l e a s e  e n s u r e  a l l  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  v i a

e m a i l  t o  t h e  C o n v e n o r  T u i t u i v a o  ( T u i )

S a l e v a o  b e f o r e  t h e  d u e  d a t e  

Nomination for  NZMWF President  for  2025 -

2027 ,  c l o s e s  o n  3 0 t h  J u n e  2 0 2 4  

World Assembly 2026  h a s  s t a r t e d  i t s  i n i t i a l

c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  a r e

w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c

P r e s i d e n t  a n d  h e r  t e a m  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h i s  w i l l

l o o k  l i k e  f o r  o u r  u n i t s .  A t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  w e

a r e  s t i l l  i n  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  s t a g e s  a n d  w e  w i l l

s e n d  o u t  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n c e  i t  i s

c o n f i r m e d .

Ladies of Wellington Districts

NZMWF Exec Prayer breakfast & planning tasks

Kava ceremony at Wasewase Women’s AGM
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R E F L E C T I O N  C O R N E R

W e  w e r e  v e r y  i n s p i r e d  h e a r i n g  t h e  k e y n o t e  f r o m

o u r  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  T a r a  T a u t a r i  a t  o u r  v i s i t  t o

t h e  W a s e w a s e  W o m e n ’ s  F e l l o w s h i p  A G M .  W e  h a d

r e q u e s t e d  o u r  M a d a m  S e c r e t a r y ’ s  k e y  n o t e  a n d

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  p a r t s  o f  h e r  m e s s a g e  a s  t h i s

e d i t i o n ’ s  r e f l e c t i o n  c o l u m n .

“ J e s u s  s e t  a  p r o f o u n d  e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o

l e a d  w i t h  f a i t h ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  s e l f l e s s n e s s .  T h e

w o r k  o f  w o m e n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  b r o a d e r  c o m m u n i t y

f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  f a i t h - f i l l e d  l e a d e r s h i p .  W o m e n

i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  l i k e  D e b o r a h  a n d  P r i s c i l l a .  W o m e n

w h o  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  G o d ' s  c a l l i n g .  D e b o r a h ,  a

p r o p h e t e s s  a n d  j u d g e ,  l e d  I s r a e l  w i t h  w i s d o m  a n d

c o u r a g e ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  g r o u n d e d  i n

f a i t h  a n d  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t

t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  c h a n g e .  P r i s c i l l a ,  a l o n g s i d e  h e r

h u s b a n d ,  w a s  a  k e y  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n

c h u r c h ,  t e a c h i n g ,  a n d  m e n t o r i n g  o t h e r s .  H e r

d e d i c a t i o n  t o  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  g o s p e l  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  t h e

f a i t h  o f  o t h e r s  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  w o m e n

p l a y  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  c o m m u n a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .

I n  o u r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n t e x t ,  w o m e n  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a d

w i t h  f a i t h  a n d  r e s i l i e n c e ,  o f t e n  u n d e r  c h a l l e n g i n g

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  T h e y  h a v e  d i v e r s e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f

m i n i s t r y  a n d  s e r v e  a s  p r e s b y t e r s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,

c a r e g i v e r s ,  a n d  a d v o c a t e s ,  e m b o d y i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f

J e s u s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  T h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  i s

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  a  d e e p  s e n s e  o f  e m p a t h y ,  a

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  a n  u n w a v e r i n g  d e d i c a t i o n

t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  B y  n u r t u r i n g

a n d  e m p o w e r i n g  o t h e r s ,  t h e y  h e l p  t o  b u i l d  s t r o n g

i n c l u s i v e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  f a i t h .

B u t  t h a t  w a s n ’ t  a l w a y s  t h e  c a s e .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y ,

t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  o f t e n  p e r p e t u a t e d  a n d  e v e n  r e i n f o r c e d

p a t r i a r c h a l  n o r m s ,  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  s i d e l i n i n g  w o m e n

f r o m  p o s i t i o n s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  i n f l u e n c e .  D e s p i t e  t h e

t e a c h i n g s  o f  e q u a l i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e  w i t h i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,

w o m e n  h a v e  f r e q u e n t l y  b e e n  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  l e a d e r s h i p

r o l e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  v o i c e s  m a r g i n a l i s e d  o r  i g n o r e d .  T h i s

f a i l u r e  t o  u p h o l d  g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y  n o t  o n l y  c o n t r a d i c t s

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l o v e  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  e s p o u s e d  b y  t h e

C h u r c h  b u t  a l s o  h i n d e r s  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  f u l l y  r e f l e c t  t h e

d i v e r s i t y  a n d  r i c h n e s s  o f  G o d ' s  c r e a t i o n .  B y

r e c o g n i s i n g  a n d  o p e n l y  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e s e  p a s t

s h o r t c o m i n g s ,  w e  c a n  b e g i n  t o  d i s m a n t l e  t h e  b a r r i e r s

t h a t  h a v e  i n h i b i t e d  w o m e n ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e

c h u r c h ,  p a v i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  a  m o r e  e q u i t a b l e  a n d

i n c l u s i v e  f u t u r e . ”

Tongan Ladies of Wellington Districts Avalon, Tawa & Wesley

Fellowship at Moriah Wasewase Christchurch Parish

Fellowship at Wesley Taranaki Wellington Methodist


